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PRIDE MAKEOVERPRIDE MAKEOVER

     ways the fabulous parade could be fabulouser. 

By TOC staff  Illustrations by Lucy Knisley
     ways the fabulous parade could be fabulouser. 
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2  Move the parade to 
Saturday. It sounds sacrilegious, 
but it works in D.C., Baltimore and 
San Diego. Because Pride Fest 
rocks Boystown until 10pm on 
Saturday, the switch could reduce 
debauchery by giving 
paradegoers something more 
constructive to do post-Pride than 
barhopping. And who hasn’t 
taken a vacation day the Monday 
after Pride because they were too 
hungover to go to work? This 
way, Sunday would become 
recovery day and Monday 
becomes far more productive.
—Jason A. Heidemann

3  Shhh…don’t tell the 
straights about our Shadow 
Pride. How awesome that all our 
parents, friends, friends of friends 
and friends of friends of friends 
who love any excuse to day-drink 
show up to support our Parade! 
(Pssst, queers: Let’s have a 
Shadow Pride for LGBT folks 
only. Card-carrying queers only. 
And you will be carded.)
—Novid Parsi

4  Alleviate racial tension 
with a unifi ed fl oat. While the 
Boystown bars attract mostly 
white, middle-class gays, each with 
a hundred bucks to drop for a night 
of boozing, the neighborhood’s 
Center on Halsted and Broadway 
Youth Center draw kids of color 
from the South and West Sides who 
need a safe place to be queer. It’s no 
secret the former population 
hasn’t always welcomed the latter 
with open arms. A way to broker 
peace: Put the two groups on one 
float and call it Not-White-Boys-
Only-Town.—NP 

Three things we can 
steal (ahem, learn) from 
other parades.

The inspiration Macy’s 
Thanksgiving Parade
The idea The connection 
between a 60-foot-long 
Underdog balloon and 
Thanksgiving is lost to history. 
But who cares? We want the 
Macy’s Parade’s balloons. 
Huge freakin’ balloons would 
give the very horizontal Pride 
Parade a bit of verticality, 
something for the people ten 
back in the crowd to look at. 
And just imagine a massive 
RuPaul or Queer Duck drifting 
across the Chicago sky. 

The inspiration Rose 
Bowl Parade
The idea The coolest aspect 
of the Rose Bowl Parade 
is the craftsmanship of 
the fl oats. For example, 
this year’s entry from the 
Lions Club International 
represented world peace 
with hundreds of rosebuds 
and a swirling spiral of 
connected fl ags. No, we 
shouldn’t steal the whole 
concept. But we should 
require that all fl oats be 
locally made (queers and 
crafts…c’mon), and then do 
fun YouTube videos of “The 
Making of a Parade Float.”

The inspiration New 
York City Pride Parade
The idea Before heading 
down gay-friendly Christopher 
Street, the NYC Pride Parade 
marches down 20 blocks of 
5th Avenue, past landmarks 
like the Empire State 
Building—and past hundreds 
of tourists who might not 
have attended otherwise. Put 
our parade in the Loop, or 
down the Magnifi cent Mile, 
and imagine the statement.
—Hank Sartin

SOMETHING 
BORROWED

Short 
shorts

AviatorsAviators

Whistle

1  Make Hot Cops a reality outside of Arrested 
Development. We’ve seen the police in serious NATO gear, but 
this occasion is more festive. We’re thinking an updated version 
of the cop from the Village People meets Rhythm Nation: a hot 
pink, tight uniform (short shorts are fi ne), aviators, cap and 
whistle. Bonus points for any cop who breaks into a dance while 
warding off drunk people and protesters.—Kevin Aeh

Organizers of Chicago’s Pride Parade have fi nally come to the conclusion 
attendees did years ago: The route, including that hairpin turn at Halsted and 
Broadway, causes fl oat and pedestrian traffi c jams equivalent to L.A.’s 
carmageddon. On Sunday 24, a new, straighter route (see “Rerouted,” page 19) 
will prevent fl oat bottlenecks, while six offi cial crosswalks will make it easier—
and safer—to rendezvous with friends. These changes got us thinking: How else 
could one of our favorite events be even more glorious? From the daydreamy to 
the somewhat-reality-based, our ideas could make for a more 
perfect Pride.

Gay & Lesbian

SOMETHING 
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“They should have free liquor. In Germany, 
for [a festival similar to] Mardi Gras, the 
fl oats pass out free wine or free shots in 
test tubes that are sponsored by 

Jägermeister.”—David Daley, 25, 
Hoffman Estates

“As a straight woman, I would love 
to see a fl oat of single, straight 
male allies, fl inging their numbers 
into the crowd.” —Rebecca 
Anderson, 36, Andersonville

“We think it would be amazing to have the 
Pride Parade downtown on the Chicago 
River. It would be a parade of real fl oats 
instead of street ‘fl oats.’ Thousands of 
people could watch from the streets and 
the river’s edge. Each night of Pride 

Week, the bridges over the river would be 
lit with lights that refl ect each color of the 
Pride fl ag. Above the bridges, Pride fl ags 
would fl y high, keeping company with 
the usual city, state and American fl ags.”

—Amie Klujian, 43, Edgewater, and 
Christina Wiesmore, 37, Andersonville

“My idea is to have a stationary parade. Line all the 
fl oats up in the street along the parade route, and then 
let people walk through the street, spending as much 
time at each fl oat as [they want]. This eliminates the 
problem of trying to keep people 
jammed onto the sidewalk, and of 
the parade always getting stalled 
when one of the fl oats breaks down 
or a stripper breaks his leg or 
something.”—Philip Dawkins, 
31, Lakeview

“[What] I would like to see is the Pride 
Parade ending in some sort of festival 
area, as it used to in Chicago and still does 
in New York and other cities.… Pride Fest 
could [extend a day and] move to Lincoln 

Park [where the parade ends], provide 
tables and booths for community 

organizations, and fi nish with a bang-up fi nal 
[music] act.”—William Greaves, 61, Streeterville

“I would like to see more diversity 
represented. It’s important to the 
event’s success and longevity.”
—Alonzo Brown, 39, Hyde Park

Readers weigh in on their 

fantasy Pride Parade. 

By Jason A. Heidemann  

6  Move to a new neighborhood 
each year. Chicago’s Dyke March has 
been on the go since 2008, when it left its 
longtime home of Andersonville to further 
its mission of bringing queer visibility to 
non-LGBT neighborhoods. Since then, it 

has made waves in Pilsen, South Shore 
and, on Saturday 23, Uptown. Is it pure 
fantasy to think we could get a half a 
million Pridegoers to line the streets of 
Canaryville or Budlong Woods? Yes. But 
what a sight it would be.—JAH 

50% 
LGBT bars and orgs 
with thong-wearing 

men and women
20% 

LGBT orgs

20% 
LGBT bars

5% 
Corporations

5% 
Politicians

Gay & Lesbian

“We think it would be amazing to have the 
Pride Parade downtown on the Chicago 
River. It would be a parade of real fl oats 
instead of street ‘fl oats.’ Thousands of 
people could watch from the streets and 

time at each fl oat as [they want]. This eliminates the 

HOMO IMPROVEMENT

“They should have free liquor. In Germany, 
for [a festival similar to] Mardi Gras, the 
fl oats pass out free wine or free shots in 
test tubes that are sponsored by 

Jägermeister.”
Hoffman Estates

“[What] I would like to see is the Pride 
Parade ending in some sort of festival 
area, as it used to in Chicago and still does 
in New York and other cities.… Pride Fest 
could [extend a day and] move to Lincoln 

Park [where the parade ends], provide 
tables and booths for community 

people could watch from the streets and 
the river’s edge. Each night of Pride 

Week, the bridges over the river would be 
lit with lights that refl ect each color of the 
Pride fl ag. Above the bridges, Pride fl ags 
would fl y high, keeping company with 
the usual city, state and American fl ags.”

—Amie Klujian, 43, Edgewater, and —Amie Klujian, 43, Edgewater, and —
Christina Wiesmore, 37, Andersonville

people could watch from the streets and 
the river’s edge. Each night of Pride 

Week, the bridges over the river would be 

June 21–27, 2012

5  Stuff all the 
politicians in a 
clown car. 
The number of glad-
handing politicos, many 
of whom we’ve never 
heard of or whose gay-
rights ideology is murky, 
seems to multiply every 
year. We say cram ’em all 
in a clown car that stops 
periodically, allowing 
them to race out, shake 
some hands and jump 
back in. And how about 
they ditch the gray slacks 
and button-downs and 
show a little more skin? 
Who doesn’t want to see 
Pat Quinn in a Speedo?
—Laura Baginski

7  Rid the Parade of dead-weight fl oats. Waiting through countless corporate 
and political floats till we get to the ones that are actually LGBT can make us wonder: 
Whose parade is this? Here’s how we’d like to see the breakdown of float categories.—NP

Klujian

Wiesmore
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8  Split up the party people from 
the more refi ned revelers. Picture a 
Kentucky Derby setup: Ticketed 
grandstands in parking lots along the 
parade route (Jewel, 7-Eleven) will be 
reserved for the less party-focused ladies 
and gents. For better crowd control in 
the “infield” (a.k.a. the sidewalks along 
the route), access will be doled out gratis 
with a first-come, first-served wristband 
system, capping guests at 500,000 (last 
year’s Parade drew an estimated 
800,000). Bonus: This infield is way less 
muddy than its counterpart in 
Louisville.—Marissa Conrad

9  Consolidate the bigots. In the 
spirit of those big brother programs, we 
propose relocating all stone-faced, Bible-
thumping homo haters to a location more 
suited to their politics. Now that the 
parade handily winds its way past the 
North Broadway Salvation Army (whose 
anti-gay policies have irked LGBT 
activists), we see a (straight) marriage 
made in heaven.—JAH

10  Toss out better swag. First off, no 
thanks to flyers from politicians. Maybe 
the aldermen and officials who 
participate could join forces with the folks 
who pass out condoms and toss out 
rubbers featuring politicians’ names. 
(Talk about a sex scandal!) We could also 
use some sunscreen packets and mini 
water bottles.—KA

12  Create an offi cial Pride T-shirt. 
We know, clothing and Pride don’t always 
go hand-in-hand. But an official Pride 
T-shirt or tank (show more skin!) would be 
fun to wear to the bars later in the day, as 
well as help in our personal mission to get 
people to wear something other than a 
Shamrock Shuffle tee to the gym.—KA 

13  Corporations sponsor an LGBT 
group that can’t afford a fl oat. 
Corporate floats have metastasized in 
the last decade, turning a community 
celebration into a profit-motivated 
marathon. News flash: It’s no longer a 
big deal that your big business is willing 
to toss us a parade wave. So heads up, 
Starbucks, Orbitz, Chipotle and Jewel: 
How ’bout you retire your ostentatious 
displays (see: giant burrito, enormous 
food cart) and instead sponsor a small 
community group that can’t afford a 
float—or, in some cases, even the 
parade-entry fee, which starts at $350. 
LGBT groups like i2i (promoting Asian 
and Pacific Islander visibility), Queer 
Dharma (for Buddhists) or Chicago IRL 
(a grassroots queer arts collective) might 
even be cool with you putting your name 
on their banner. In small, second-billing 
print, natch.—Web Behrens

Gay & Lesbian

11  Turn Wrigleyville into 
home turf.
They’re loud, wear garish clothing and 
sometimes behave like drunken 
douchebags. Yes, we’re referring to 
the denizens of Wrigleyville, but are 
we not also describing ourselves 
(ever been to Roscoe’s on a 
Saturday)? We think it’s time we got 
civilly unionized with our Cubbie-
obsessed counterparts. Instead of 
terminating the Parade in Lincoln 
Park, where barely anyone watches 
anyway, let’s take a right turn up Clark 
Street and not only give Cubs fans 
something glittery to remember, but 
also pass out free condoms those 
horny youngsters desperately need. 
Floats and spectators can end at 
Wrigley Field to watch a star-studded 
post-Pride concert.—JAH  

14  Make every fi fth fl oat a drunquarium. Drun·quar·i·um: n. 
1. a glass tank on wheels, resembling a large aquarium, housing 
a tangle of people deemed too absurdly drunk to be on the 
streets. 2. our new favorite spectacle at Pride.—MC
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16  Straight folks pay a suggested-
donation entrance fee. We suggest the 
equivalent of a gift that a queer person buys for a 
straight wedding: $75–$150. All proceeds go to 
Freedom to Marry.—NP

17  Create a Pride website that doesn’t 
give us flashbacks to the ’90s. Remember 
GeoCities, the Web hosting service that 
everyone used in 1998? Chicago’s Pride site 
(chicagopridecalendar.org) rocks a similar low-
tech vibe. We know funds are scarce, but we 
have cheap solutions. Get an LGBT-friendly 
corporate sponsor to underwrite the cost of an 
upgrade, launch a Kickstarter campaign to 
generate funds for a site overhaul or hit up EPIC 
(iamepic.org), a local org that enlists creatives to 
volunteer their time, to assist with a free 
revamp.—JAH

Gay & Lesbian

15  Add creative street crossings for paradegoers. 
It sucks getting stuck on one side of the parade with all of your besties 
on the other. To alleviate that, the new route has six pedestrian 
crossing points, monitored by guards. But we’ll do you one better: How 
about temporary bridges over Halsted and Broadway? No? Fine, we’ll 
go with our original plan of zip lines.—JAH

18  Put communal showers on every 
block. How refreshing! And may we suggest 
extra-slippery soap?—LB

BILLIE JEAN KING Obama awarded tennis 
legend King, who divides her time between 
New York and Chicago, the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom in 2009 for her activism on 
behalf of women and the LGBT community. 
She’s made her mark locally by helping fund 
the Center on Halsted, where a recreation hall 
was named in her honor.

19  Keep the Grand Marshal local. Billy 
Bean? Chely Wright? We’re glad these folks 
have come out for the parade, but aside from 
bragging that we saw George Takei’s elbow 
while eight people deep on Halsted Street, why 
not stick with local heroes selected by online 
voting? Our choices would include:

JIM DARBY U.S. vet Darby, who served in 
the Navy during the Korean War and is the 
Midwest vice president for American 
Veterans for Equal Rights, made headlines 
earlier this month as the lead plaintiff in a 
historic lawsuit seeking marriage equality in 
Illinois. He and partner Patrick Bova, who 
live in Hyde Park, have been together for 
nearly 50 years.  

VERNITA GRAY The longtime activist and 
Chicago Gay and Lesbian Hall of Famer’s 
numerous accomplishments include starting 
a hotline for LGBT people in her home in 1969 
and cofounding the first Chicago lesbian 
newspaper (Lavender Woman) in 1971. She’s 
also the subject of a new book, Vernita Gray: 
From Woodstock to the White House, out this 
month.—JAH
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Gay-owned 1  Hearty (3819 N Broadway, 773-
244-9866, heartyboys.com) will serve an all-you-
can-eat brunch until 1pm and will set up risers for 
parade viewing by the main dining room’s front 
windows. Viewers can purchase booze-infused, 
rainbow-colored Pride snow cones. The patio also 
will be open.

Liquor outlets abound along the new route. 
2  GNS Market (4092 N Broadway, 773-248-

8642) and 3  Azuza Liquor (4411 N Broadway, 
773-769-1178) will be peddling booze at 11am, 
but we suspect the long queues will be at
4  Target (4466 N Broadway, 773-596-2376, 

target.com), where you can stock up on hooch 
(after 11) and sunscreen and get a caffeine jolt at 
the in-store S’bucks as early as 8am.

Corner joint 5  Michael’s Pizza (4091 N 
Broadway, 773-929-4149, michaelspizzachicago.
com) will satiate hunger with takeaway treats 
like hot dogs, pizza slices, draft beer, soda and 
bottled water.

Gay-frequented Mexican joint 6  El Mariachi 
(3906 N Broadway, 773-549-2932, 
elmariachitequilabar.com) will open its bar, dining 
room, enclosed outdoor patio and coach house at 
11am for paradegoers. A walk-up window serves 
street food to go.

The 7  parking lot in front of the now-
defunct KFC at Buena and Broadway should 
offer plenty of elbow room on an otherwise tight 
strip, and we suspect one shirtless ’mo will be 
perched atop that bright green Gaia clothing-
collection box. 

Feeling queasy?  8  Portable restrooms will 
be placed at each intersection along the new route.

Thank heaven! Cool off with a Slurpee (spiked via 
the flask in your pocket, of course) at the 24-hour 
9  7-Eleven (4155 N Broadway, 773-348-6450, 

7-eleven.com). 

Need shade? 10  Jewel (4355 N Sheridan Rd, 
773-477-7151, jewelosco.com) has that tall metal 
fence between the sidewalk and its parking lot, but 
the upside is it has trees to shield the sun. Or, try 
snagging a spot at one of the covered bus shelters 
at Broadway and Cullom Ave. They’re tiny, but 
they’re better than nothing.

Where to eat, drink, stand 

and wobble along the new 

parade route. By Jason A. 
Heidemann  Illustration by 
Ian Dingman

REROUTED
Gay & Lesbian

START TIME Noon on 
Sun 24

KICKS OFF AT Montrose 
Ave and Broadway

ENDS AT Diversey Pkwy 
and Cannon Dr
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